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Establishing an agricultural knowledge and 
innovation system 

Agricultural land management 
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Mitigating climate change 
Addressing biodiversity crisis

A just transition for land and 
agriculture 

Just transition in land use and agriculture: a discussion paper  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/transition-land-use-agriculture-discussion-paper/documents/


The policy context

NEXT – agricultural knowledge 
and innovation service
• to support delivery of the 

just transition to a net zero 
rural economy (broadly 
aligned to EU CAP principles) 

NOW – Farm Advisory Service
• currently £5m per year
• delivers a trusted advice service to 

farmers, land managers and 
crofters



The research 
Assess the existing evidence 

• For design and implementation from 
existing systems

• From countries comparable to Scotland 
• Ireland, Sweden, Flanders 

Present options for a potential model for 
Scotland

• Based on engagement with a 
representative group of stakeholders 
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Results

35 options across 6 themes

• Creating a unified system – that is inclusive 
and responsive 

• Factoring in regional variation and 
specialisation

• Supporting peer-to-peer learning and farmer 
collaboration

• Promoting diversity and generational renewal
• Digital opportunities and upskilling
• Building capacity across the system 



Delivering a just transition in Scotland  

• We can learn a lot from international partners – e.g. Ireland, Sweden & Flanders 
• Regional and national levels, but also understanding personal interaction, e.g. 

peer-to-peer learning 
• An integrated approach : 

• across different ‘institutions’ (formal and informal)
• Integrated across land uses – thinking widely
• Integrated across the rural economy 
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