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Evidence:

“The available body of facts or information 

indicating whether a belief or proposition 

is true or valid.”
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“The Green Deal will be a 
revolution. The most 
ambitious energy-saving 
plan ever put forward. A 
once-and-for-all refit that 
will make every home in 
Britain ready for a low-
carbon future.”

Chris Huhne, Secretary 
of State for Energy and 
Climate Change 2010-12
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Actual impact of policy changes
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Source: Rosenow 2013
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“The Green Deal 
is widely 
regarded to have 
been a failure. It 
fell unacceptably 
short of original 
ambitions […].”
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Recent example: energy bills
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Source: CCC 2017
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Lessons learned

Lesson 1: Evidence challenging 
contemporary belief often ignored

Lesson 2: Believers invent new ‘evidence’

Lesson 3: Evidence eventually trumps 
politics
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Evidence, policy and politics
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“Practical politics consists 
in ignoring facts.” 

Henry Adams (1918)
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About RAP

The Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP) is a global, non-profit team of experts that 
focuses on the long-term economic and environmental sustainability of the power 
sector. RAP has deep expertise in regulatory and market policies that: 

 Promote economic efficiency
 Protect the environment
 Ensure system reliability
 Allocate system benefits fairly among all consumers

Learn more about RAP at www.raponline.org
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