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Introduction
The importance of urgent and far-reaching action on climate change 
is evident all around us as we plot a path to a green recovery from the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the many and significant changes the pandemic 
has brought to our lives. Research and evidence of what works must 
play a core part in our efforts – in Scotland and across the world. 

This is why we are proud that 
ClimateXChange, as we near the end of the 
second programme period (2016-2022), is 
an established and valued partner, working 
right across the Scottish Government to 
produce such research. Our work with 
multiple policy teams reflects the breadth 
of areas involved in delivering a net zero 
Scotland by 2045 – five years ahead of the 
rest of the UK – as set out in the landmark 
Climate Change (Scotland) Act (2019).

ClimateXChange has a relentless focus on 
providing a research and analysis service 
that meets the needs of the end user –  
the policy teams and public agencies 
developing and delivering net zero policies. 
Our approach centres on embedding timely 
academic analysis and rigour in their work, 
and on building a network of researchers 
keen to engage with climate policy. 

Most scenarios compatible with meeting 
shorter- and longer-term net zero goals 
are built on significant and rapid social 
and technological innovation. Developing 

solutions, prioritising action within tight 
budgets and monitoring progress require 
expertise and robust evidence.

Since ClimateXChange was established in 
2011 our model has proved an effective 
means of meeting near-term policy 
demands for evidence via a swathe of 
rapid response projects. We pool expertise 
from across the research community, and 
benefit from connecting to longer-term 
strategic research programmes tackling 
complex global challenges.

With the eyes of the world on COP26 in 
Glasgow, the pace of change and ambition 
shown in Scottish Government policy is 
encouraging, offering a clear vision. This 
report gives a glimpse of our research, 
knowledge brokering and expert advice to 
develop concrete pathways to match the 
ambition and to accelerate action.

Prof. Dave Reay, Prof. Pete Smith  
and Prof. Deb Roberts
ClimateXChange Directors, October 2021

“CXC tackles some of the fundamental challenges involved in 
the exchange of knowledge between science and policy, seeking 
to make science more responsive to policy makers’ needs while 
enhancing the influence of scientific knowledge in policy-making.”
From Wreford, A., Peace, S., Reed, M. et al. (2019): Evidence-informed climate policy: 
mobilising strategic research and pooling expertise for rapid evidence generation. 
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Scotland’s climate challenge
Scotland’s overarching climate policy framework is set under the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act (2019) and resulting requirements for a Climate Change 
Plan (CCP) and Climate Change Adaptation Programme. Cutting across this 
framework are significant policy commitments that guide implementation, such 
as supporting a green recovery, Just Transition and a whole system approach.

The 2019 Act commits Scotland to cutting 
emissions 75% by 2030, 90% by 2040, and  
to net zero by 2045, against 1990 levels.  
To achieve the 2030 target, emissions must 
halve over this decade; this will require 
adoption of integrated, co-ordinated 
approaches which support lower emissions 
across, and within, all sectors.

The CCP describes the scale of 
transformation we need to see by 2032. 
Policy priorities include: improving building 
energy efficiency and decarbonising 
heating; reducing emissions from transport 
and agriculture; and negative emissions 
approaches such as carbon capture 
and storage. Accommodating growth in 
electricity demand from decarbonising heat, 
transport and power will also be important, 
and involve further boosting renewable 
energy generation, storage and supply 
systems to ensure security of supply.

In parallel, we need to manage the impacts 
of climate change, reducing risk to lives and 
livelihoods. The Scottish Climate Change 
Adaptation Programme 2019-2024 (SCCAP) 
is cross-cutting, integrating adaptation 
into wider Scottish Government policy 
development and service delivery. The 
concepts of place making, climate justice and 
co-benefits from climate action are central. 
It identifies areas where action and evidence 
are needed to respond to changes already 
experienced and to projected increased risks 
and impacts.

Given the 2030 emissions targets, the 
decade ahead will require delivery of 
solutions and approaches at scale and at 
pace. The need for accessible, robust and 
timely evidence for decision-making is  
likely to increase.
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Scotland’s Centres of Expertise

Scotland’s Centres of Expertise (CoEs) work at the interface between policy and 
research, and provide responsive work in areas of high policy importance: climate 
change (ClimateXChange), animal disease outbreaks (EPIC), plant health (Scotland’s Plant 
Health Centre), water (CREW), and knowledge exchange and impact (SEFARI Gateway).

The Centres work jointly to:

• make sure policy makers have easier access to research; 

• help prioritise scientific resources in line with society’s priorities; and

• create new partnerships with research institutes and universities.

“The final specification asked  
the correct research questions – 
CXC helped with this. If we get the 
research questions wrong we don’t 
get the quality of outcomes we  
need as policy makers.”
Scottish Government Policy Official

Stakeholders with critical roles in delivery 
– for example, local authorities, enterprise 
agencies, NatureScot, Forestry and Land 
Scotland, Scottish National Investment Bank 
and private businesses – will need evidence 
to inform their work. We will need a better 
understanding of the potential trade-offs 
and conflicts/tensions, and to explore 
approaches to manage or mitigate these and 
optimise solutions and approaches, within 
and between different sectors, which are 
consistent and coherent.

Scotland’s research community has 
extensive expertise to support and inform 
the policy decisions needed to realise 
a resilient transition. ClimateXChange’s 
base at the Edinburgh Climate Change 
Institute (ECCI) at the University of 
Edinburgh provides invaluable access to 
key organisations and initiatives across 
academia, industry and the third sector.  
ECCI is a key facilitator of research, 
innovation and training across the net zero 
agenda, helping turn ideas and knowledge 
into social and economic progress. 
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Our model
ClimateXChange’s remit is to provide research evidence and expert 
advice for policy that is timely, accessible and relevant. 

This poses challenges on a number of fronts:

• Timescales: academic research, 
including research funded by the  
Scottish Government through the 
Strategic Research Programme (SRP),  
is often geared towards providing  
input over longer time frames than  
that required to answer more short  
term or immediate policy questions.

• Accessibility: academic research is 
primarily written for an academic 
audience; reports and papers produced 
in this way can be inaccessible to policy, 
government and mainstream audiences.

• Focus: academic research tends to  
focus on the methodology rather than 
drawing out policy-critical points. 

ClimateXChange supports two-way 
understanding of the science needs of 
policy and the capabilities of research. 
This helps produce outputs focused on 
critical policy questions in the relatively 
short timescales required. We build 
the programme and each project on 
the principles of knowledge exchange; 
bringing policy and practice perspectives 
and experiences to the research design, 
and sharing academic ideas, evidence and 
insights in accessible, useful ways. 

To achieve these goals three core functions are coordinated and facilitated through the 
ClimateXChange Directors and Secretariat:

Communications and 
knowledge exchange
Facilitating and acting as a 
knowledge broker
Building understanding 
and capability ‘both ways’
Providing consistency and 
corporate knowledge

Understanding client needs
Reducing administrative burden
Delivering at pace with flexibility
Obtaining value for money  
through a breadth of  
contractors

Project management
Defining research scope  
and questions
Improving knowledge and 
evidence for policy
Creating an accessible  
evidence base 
Providing expertise through  
useful and usable outputs

Research
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Our programme offers a flexible approach 
which reflects the specific requirements of 
each project, using full time research fellows, 
researchers across SEFARI, Scotland’s 
environment, food and agriculture research 
institutes, or contracting researchers 
through open tenders in areas where we do 
not have the required expertise. Each project 
is defined by the complexity of the issue, the 
number of stakeholders involved, the degree 
of multi-disciplinarity of the research, the 
timelines, and the audience.

“Use of non-scientific language 
and clearly articulating relevance 
to policy issues and process has 
enabled the work to be better 
utilised in policy making.”
From Wreford, A., Peace, S., Reed, M. et 
al. (2019): Evidence-informed climate policy: 
mobilising strategic research and pooling 
expertise for rapid evidence generation. 

“CXC has the ability to challenge in a 
constructive manner. It wouldn’t work 
without open lines of communication. 
There is a lot of trust.”
Scottish Government Policy Official

Net Zero
by 2045

Capacity and 
unders tanding across 
policy and research

Networks and 
connections

Co-production and 
flexible delivery

Projects and 
fellowships are 
developed with 
and responding 
to specific 
policy needs.

Policy challenges are 
regularly discussed 
with Scotland-wide 
expertise, mapping 
the evidence base, and 
supporting ongoing 
knowledge exchange.

Evidence, policy 
and delivery work 
s trategically together 
to facilitate innovation 
and s tep changes in 
climate action.

Evidence
needs for 

climate-related 
policy

How our work supports a net zero Scotland
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Land use & fores try

Adaptation

Energy

Transport

Agriculture

Climate policy & cross-cuting

Land use & fores try

Adaptation

Energy

Transport

Agriculture

Climate policy & cross-cuting

Indus trial decarbonisation

ClimateXChange projects by research area

2016/17

2020/21
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Impact
case 
studies



1.  Identifying and filling evidence gaps across net  
zero policy: updating the Climate Change Plan

Evidence for increased  
climate action

In early 2020, the Scottish Government 
formed a Climate Change Plan update 
(CCPu) working group to explore options and 
priorities. Members were drawn from the 
Scottish Parliament, academia, industry and 
environmental organisations and included 
ClimateXChange’s Policy Director, Prof Dave 
Reay. This ensured the update accessed our 
research, and the existing knowledge base, 
across the many policy areas. 

Whole system approaches

In addition to individual projects, our 
work on whole system approaches, such 
as the TIMES energy model and marginal 
abatement cost curves (MACC), was of 
particular importance: the emissions 
envelopes set out in the CCPu are based on 
TIMES modelling with technical refinements 
made by Scottish Government sector 
analysts. 

The TIMES model pulls together emission, 
mitigation and cost data from all sectors to 
help understand the strategic choices on 
decarbonising an economy. It identifies how 
effective carbon reduction measures are by 
enabling consistent comparison of the costs 
of action across all sectors.

“CXC provided an invaluable 
link between the policy and 
scientific partners.”
Scottish Government Policy Officials

ClimateXChange’s work on the Climate 
Change Plan update (CCPu), published in 
December 2020, demonstrates the value of 
on-going expertise and research support 
across overarching, as well as detailed, 
policy challenges. It highlights our ability to 
provide support at all points in the policy 
process: we contributed significantly to its 
formulation and are now providing follow-
up research to help implement the plan.

“Amid the enormous challenges of 
the global pandemic, the climate 
emergency has not gone away 
– far from it – and the Scottish 
Government remains absolutely 
committed to ending Scotland’s 
contribution to climate change  
by 2045 in a just and fair way.”
Ministerial foreword, Securing a green  
recovery on a path to net zero: climate  
change plan 2018-2032 – update
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2. Developing the tools for net zero investments:  
an infrastructure example

Clear and practical options

The research set out clearly defined  
options for how to take an approach 
forward, providing an evidence base 
for further discussions, with a focus on 
practical and applicable frameworks. The 
report included discussion of the different 
options’ strength and weaknesses, which 
the Scottish Government included in a 
subsequent consultation on the draft 
national infrastructure investment 
plan. This directly helped the Scottish 
Government respond to the requirement 
for a new methodology.

The work particularly benefitted from 
two-way open dialogue throughout 
the setting of the research questions, 
designing the project and presenting the 
findings so that it provided maximum value 
in the practical development of a new 
framework. In presenting the findings, the 
clarity on options, and their strengths and 
weaknesses reflected and recognised that 
this is a relatively new area of policy and 
methodological development.

“The Greenhouse gas emissions and 
infrastructure investment decisions 
project has proven to be a valuable 
resource for Scottish Government 
and continues to play a useful part 
in the development of our thinking 
on these important questions. The 
management of the project itself 
was smoothly handled by CXC 
in all respects and they played 
an important role in the quality 
assurance of the final outputs.”
Scottish Government Analytical Lead

“In terms of adding value,  
CXC was very good at managing 
expectations and ‘scope creep’.”
Research Provider

To achieve Scotland’s ambitious climate 
targets significant emission reductions are 
needed across all sectors of the economy, 
including the underlying infrastructure 
which supports them. 

“To provide leadership and 
demonstrate intent, the Scottish 
Government should prioritise all new 
infrastructure investment decisions 
based on their contribution to the 
delivery of an inclusive net zero 
carbon economy.”
Infrastructure Commission for Scotland  

The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2019 set 
out a requirement for a new methodology 
to improve assessment of the contribution 
made by infrastructure investment to 
Scotland’s emissions. 

ClimateXChange was asked to provide 
options and evidence for development of 
this methodology. We broke the research 
down into three tasks: 

1. Help understand approaches that could 
be applied 

2. Explore approaches that could be used 
to report carbon impact associated with 
infrastructure spend 

3. Identify potential indicators, or suite of 
indicators, for tracking and reporting 
the carbon impact of infrastructure and 
investment decisions over time
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3. Building understanding of climate change impacts 
across policy: flood management

Specialist skills and dialogue

Across our projects it has been important 
that CXC research teams have been able 
to provide specialist skills in, for example, 
modelling, economics and mapping. 
These specialists have worked closely with 
multiple stakeholders involved in flood 
risk management, at national, local and 
community level, to frame and present the 
findings to a non-climate-specialist audience. 
This means our reports are useful and 
usable not only for Scottish Government 
policymaking, but also in local authorities, 
and for community groups and individual 
property owners managing local flood risk.

Joined up working with the Centre of 
Expertise on Waters, CREW, means 
climate change is now an integral part of 
government thinking around the policy 
area, and a consideration in all flood risk 
management action.

“We are slowly building up the 
evidence base on the question: 
‘How can flood risk management 
at a national, local and community 
level take account of climate 
change impacts and manage them 
appropriately?’ Each research project 
has been used in SG policy/strategy 
and also formed the basis for further 
work on details and implementation.”
Scottish Government Flood Risk  
Management Team Member

Flooding is not a new issue for Scotland’s 
communities: flood risk management has 
been an important policy area for local and 
national government for decades. However, 
with climate change causing more frequent 
extreme weather, and rising sea levels and 
coastal erosion, the risk of coastal, river and 
surface water flooding are all increasing. 

Through a series of projects and the 
secondment of a research fellow to 
the Scottish Government Flood Risk 
Management Team, ClimateXChange has 
built understanding of climate change 
impacts and projections across the flood  
risk management community.
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4. Supporting long-term action: peatland restoration

ClimateXChange’s extensive work on 
peatland restoration demonstrates our 
ability to manage a wide-ranging, multi-
year programme of research with diverse 
stakeholders – from farmers and landowners 
to government bodies such as NatureScot 
and Scottish Water. Our research has helped 
ensure peatland restoration – a strategic 
priority which has received substantial 
government funding – is well designed, 
correctly targeted and achieves results on 
the ground. 

Why peatlands matter

Scotland is a global pioneer of peatland 
restoration, an important element of 
addressing the climate emergency in 
Scotland and beyond. Peatlands cover  
nearly a quarter of Scotland and contain 
over half of Scottish soil carbon. However, 
a high proportion is degraded, causing 
substantial greenhouse gas emissions.  
To mitigate this and boost carbon storage 
levels, the Scottish Government has made 
substantial commitments: in 2020 it pledged 
£250m to help restore 250,000 hectares of 
peatland by 2030.

What we did

We have built strong relationships with key 
policy officials in the Scottish Government 
and NatureScot.

This has helped stakeholders access 
extensive knowledge and expertise in a 
complex scientific area, and researchers 
to understand the policy context and the 
perspective of the officials charged with 
delivering to very tight timescales.

Our research portfolio has included projects 
on: peatland drainage; the impact of 
muirburn; potential emissions savings from 
restoration; wider use of Peatland ACTION 
data; cost-effectiveness of restoration; use  
of peat for horticulture; physical limitations 
to restoration; and stakeholder experiences 
of restoration work.

Evidence for restoration spend

Our work helped to meet challenging 
targets in a priority area by understanding 
what works and where practice might be 
improved: clear, well-directed and wide-
ranging research has directly informed 
strategic development of Peatland  
ACTION and practice on the ground. It has 
given us the knowledge and oversight to 
brief the Scottish Government’s expanded 
team, helping new members get up to 
speed quickly and set research priorities. 
Our track record on peatlands means 
we can immediately support delivery of 
the commitments in the Climate Change 
Plan Update (CCPu) and help government 
agencies target significant restoration  
spend effectively.

“The CXC project on the emissions 
saving potential on agricultural  
land is directly helping to shape  
the Scottish Government’s policy  
and analytical thinking on where 
to target and prioritise peatland 
restoration in the future.”
Scottish Government Policy Team Member
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5. Rapid response to changing policy environment:  
the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic

When Covid-19 pandemic restrictions 
came into force in March 2020, a range 
of behaviours relevant to Scotland’s net 
zero ambition changed – from travel and 
home heating to shopping and socialising. 
Overnight, measuring the impact of these 
changes, and how people felt about the 
new behaviours imposed on them, became 
important across several policy areas. 

While strict lockdown restrictions were still 
in place, we scoped, procured and kicked off 
several projects looking at the impact from 
different angles. These included business 
travel behaviours, the likelihood of net zero 
behaviours continuing as restrictions eased, 
and the health emergency’s lessons for 
climate emergency communication.

Procurement with clarity  
and flexibility

For the ClimateXChange team the  
additional asks for pandemic-related 
research came at a particularly busy time 
– with the new financial year seeing the 
start of a number of projects. In parallel, 
the ClimateXChange Secretariat and all 
our research providers were adjusting to 
working from home ourselves. 

In this situation, the relationships we  
have developed with Scottish Government 
teams were critical in understanding policy 
needs, how our resource could be used  
most effectively, and the critical factors  
for success.

Research as restrictions changed

Across a range of projects we looked at  
the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and  
the lockdown measures as the pandemic 
unfolded and restrictions changed.

These insights have fed directly into 
discussions about a ‘Green Recovery’.  
Longer term, the projects will help inform 
the approach to shifting behaviours in a 
net zero direction to respond to the global 
climate emergency.

“Very impressed with assistance 
taking a not clearly defined 
requirement to something that is 
productive and useful, particularly  
in areas where there is no tradition  
of climate policy.”
Scottish Government Policy Official
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Lessons
Clear procurement procedures mean policy colleagues can focus on the 
aim and scope of the research. We use our funding routes and specification 
templates flexibly based on how developed a research need is and the type  
of support Scottish Government teams need. 

Time invested in clarity at the start of a project – during scoping, 
procurement and kick-off – saves time as the project progresses, and  
leads to more relevant, accessible and usable outcomes. It also builds 
researcher confidence in engaging with policy.

Being an effective advisor requires organisational memory and expertise. 
Our model is based on a core Directorate, Secretariat, Research Fellows 
and Principal Investigators that can personally, and through their networks, 
provide quick updates on the state of confident knowledge on a range of 
climate issues. 

Developing and nurturing relationships with policy teams is critical in 
understanding their needs, show our resource can be used most effectively, 
and the key factors for success.

An organisation with our knowledge exchange remit needs dedicated  
resource and expertise in effective presentation and communication.  
The Secretariat plays an essential role in ensuring research outputs match 
research specifications; are written in plain, accessible language; and that 
visual materials and stakeholder engagement are part of all projects.
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20182019

2020

2021

2017

Scotland’s Energy Strategy

Research on policy effectiveness 
and available technology 
Developed and piloted a method for 
Scottish energy policy assessment 
Event to explore how to understand 
energy policy effectiveness and how 
evidence is used in the policy 
development process 
On-going research, fellowships 
and secondments support 
implementation of the strategy

Scotland's Energy Efficiency Programme (SEEP)

Research on the status of near-to-market energy 
efficiency, heat generation and smart energy 
technologies, producing technology ‘scorecards’ 
on potential suitability in SEEP
Local Authorities drew on CXC data in 
considering technologies to deliver energy 
efficiency in social housing
Collaborated with the Energy Saving Trust to 
promote the SEEP scorecards at the Scotland 
Innovates Conference

Technical support and evidence for TIMES including 
use of hydrogen, electrification of heat and electricity 
network capacity 
Secondment to CXC from Scottish Government to 
raise awareness of TIMES in the academic community
Directors and researchers gave evidence to Climate 
Change Committee for its advice to the Scottish 
Government
Research focus on behaviours and the social 
aspects of the low carbon transition, including 
developing Climate Conversation Toolkit
Convened stakeholders to scope application of the 
Scottish Transport Energy Air pollution Model (STEAM)

Climate Change Plan (CCP)

Collaborated with SEPA 
and Transport Scotland on 
the pre-appraisal on the 
introduction of Clean Air Zones
Research for development 
of the strategy

Cleaner Air for 
Scotland 2 consultation

Evaluating pilots to shape 
programme (ongoing) 
(completed evaluations of 
Phase 1 and Phase 2 and 
Phase 3 pilots etc)

Local Heat and Energy 
Efficiency Strategy (LHEES)

Heat Networks (Scotland) Bill

Research on different aspects 
of decarbonising heat, and 
international lessons informing 
the bill and supporting 
implementation of Energy 
Efficient Scotland

Extensive support for the plan’s update including research into 
approaches taken elsewhere to develop national climate plans, 
agricultural mitigation options, transport and industrial 
decarbonisation, and public engagement and behaviour change
A range of technical support including Scottish Government’s 
Integrated MARKAL-EFOM System for energy system modelling
Workshop on TIMES CGE (Computable General Equilibrium) 
modelling
Update of the Scottish Electricity Dispatch Model (SEDM)
Policy Director on the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, 
Climate Change and Land Reform’s Climate Change Plan group 
Ongoing research to support implementation

Climate Change Plan update

Draft Scottish Energy Strategy

Research and advice with a focus on future energy systems and 
heat decarbonisation
A number of research projects and fellowships across technical and 
behaviour aspects of energy transition fed into the draft strategy
Secretariat member seconded to Scottish Government on onshore 
wind policy, and peatland and energy
Convened researchers, policymakers, energy practitioners, and 
other private, public and third sector stakeholders for knowledge 
exchange on energy system transition
Co-hosted a heat transition summit with UKERC

Climate Change (Scotland) Act (2019)

Policy Director gave evidence to the CCC on carbon targets for its advice report
Directors and researchers gave evidence to Scottish Parliament Committees
Research on heat, transport and agricultural policies across different 
jurisdictions, and reporting for the Bill preparation
Members of the Secretariat participated in the Scottish Government’s 
technical advisory group for the Bill
On request from the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change 
and Land Reform we completed a comparative study of international practice 
on emission reduction targets
CXC facilitated workshop to examine options for emissions reduction with 
industry stakeholders
Provided evidence and support to Scotland’s Climate Assembly 

Research 
fellow on 
advisory group

National Low 
Emission Framework

Directors are members of 
the Scottish Government’s 
advisory panel for the future 
of rural policy in Scotland

Agricultural transition

Hosted academic workshop on heat 
decarbonisation with Danish Government
Review of heat decarbonisation policies and 
public awareness and attitudes to low-carbon 
heating technologies
Research on zero emission heating and 
technology phase-out and phase-in 

Heat in Buildings Strategy

Transition 
to Net Zero

Research-policy timelines 2016-2021
These timelines give some examples of how we support the Scottish Government developing and 
implementing policies for Net Zero. We also work on ad-hoc asks, e.g. exploring the implications of Brexit 
on energy supply, and assessing the state of the wave and tidal industries to inform the redesign of the 
Scottish Government’s Saltire Prize, and host events and workshops e.g. to coincide with COP meetings 
and the IPCC to discuss aspects of their reports. ClimateXChange researchers and directors regularly give 
evidence to Scottish Parliament committees and to the UK Climate Change Committee.



Adapting to a changing climate

2016

2017

2018

2019

Actively engaged with CCC/ASC using CXC developed 
indicators to underpin analysis of progress

CXC was part of a wider collaborative process to identify 
‘next steps for Scotland’ on climate change risk and 
adaptation research, as part of a UK-wide consultative 
process run by the ASC

Identified research needs from the assessment report

Scottish Climate Change Adaptation 
Programme (SCCAP1) Assessment (2016)

Secretariat and researchers part of 
the author team that produced the 

Evidence Report for the Climate 
Change Risk Assessment 2017

CXC organised consultation with a 
range of Scottish stakeholders

UK Climate Change Risk 
Assessment (UKCCRA2) (2017)

Several CXC members represented on the 
Non-Government Users’ Group convened by the 
Met Office Hadley Centre in the preparation of 
UKCP18 and following release to develop 
products and climate services
Workshop on communicating the findings for 
key Scottish stakeholders, hosted with 
Adaptation Scotland and the Met Office
Partnership with Adaptation Scotland and key 
agencies on a summary of climate projections 
for Scotland

Organised ‘Climate Ready Scotland’ exhibition with 
nine key agencies and adaptation organisations as a 
focal point during the conference

European Climate Change Adaptation 
Conference (ECCA) 2017 (Glasgow)

Actively engaged with Climate Change 
Committee to provide updated 

indicators for analysis of progress
Research needs identified

for each key sector
Fellowships and research projects 

to fill identified evidence gaps

Scottish Climate Change 
Adaptation Programme (SCCAP1) 

Progress Assessment (2018)
UK Climate Projections (UKCP18) (2018)UK Climate Projections (UKCP18) (2018)

Research to assess existing climate change indicators and 
monitoring and evaluation approach based on Climate 
Change Committee recommendations and CCRA2 
Engaged stakeholders in developing outcomes
On-going research responding to evidence needs 
identified in the SCCAP
CXC research fellow seconded to Scottish Government 
Adaptation team to develop M&E framework
CXC research fellow seconded to Scottish Government 
Flood Risk Management team to further connections 
between climate change adaptation and flood risk 
management

Scottish Climate Change Adaptation 
Programme (SCCAP2) (2019)

National Centre For Resilience 
(Established 2016)

CXC researchers involved in 
setting up local climate 

change adaptation initiatives, 
including Edinburgh Adapts

Edinburgh Adapts (2016)

Secretariat member on Property Flood 
Resilience Delivery Group

Research on property flood resilience 
uptake and stimulating behaviour 

change to implement the action plan

Living With Flooding 
Action Plan (2019)

Secretariat member on the 
NCR Steering Group
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“CXC’s excellent project 
management really adds to 
the project outputs and its 
final QA role is essential and 
very welcome. It also keeps 
us to budget and deadlines.”
Scottish Government Policy Official
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Edinburgh Climate Change Institute,
High School Yards, Edinburgh EH1 1LZ
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