
Indicators and trends  
Monitoring climate change adaptation 

 

 

 

www.climatexchange.org.uk  

This briefing is based on updated data that is not directly comparable 

to the original 2016 indicator ’ESC decision support tool (NF6)’ 

Uses of the ESC decision support tool (NF6) 

Since publication of the 2016 version of this indicator, changes have also been made to how the ESC 

tool is accessed. Users no longer need to register and log in, so much of the use is not captured in 

the same way. 

The 2016 version of this indicator provided data on the number of users and uses of ESC at UK level 

(2008 – 2012). This brief provides an update with UK data on use of ESC from 2016 to 2018. Data for 

the years 2013-2015 is not available. Data on numbers of users is no longer collected. 

Year ESC number of uses 

 New portal (ESC4) Legacy portal 
(ESC3) 

Total uses 

2016 19,707 3,479 23,186 

2017 36,978 2,397 39,375 

2018 (01 Jan 18 
to 17 Jun 18) 

21,613 880 22,493 

Table 2: Number of uses of ESC in the UK, 2016 – June 2018 

The 2016-2018 data is not directly comparable with the earlier data. This is due to differences 

between ESC3 and the new ESC4. In ESC 3 a ‘use’ could in theory cover a number of sites (e.g. a user 

could enter a few grid references in succession). However it is also possible that in ESC3 a use was a 

user returning to old sites. In ESC4 a ‘use’ is any map click or site analysis – there is lower overhead 

in entering site data so users will likely click around an area of interest (generating more ‘uses’). 

There is an upward trend is use of the tool. 

The new system is easier to access as registration and logins are no longer required. 

The data recording system is currently under review. In future it should be possible to record uses at 

Scotland level. We hope to be able to provide annual data for Scotland, and it might be possible to 

provide a regional breakdown. Forest Research estimate they will have the initial (baseline) data 

ready in September 2018. 

Limitations: 

The impact of the tool, e.g. whether its use improves a decision, cannot be quantified by the simple 

logs used here. 
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